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and implementation around housing, transportation, environmental and 
land use projects. It would also formally establish the Interagency Council 
on Sustainable Communities, an existing partnership between the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban development, the Department of 
Transportation, and the Environmental Protection Agency focused on better 
coordination among federal agencies on sustainability issues including 
research and grants.  
  
During her testimony, Commissioner Gouge discussed the importance of 
rural, suburban and urban counties being eligible for these federal incentive 
grants. She noted many counties have been utilizing sustainable planning 
for decades. However, many rural and mid-size counties would like to begin 
such planning, but lack the resources to do.  
  
The Senate Banking Committee Chairman-Senator Chris Dodd (D-Conn,), 
who introduced the Senate bill, S.1619 held a hearing on the Livable 
Communities Act in June 2010, at which Commissioner Gouge also testified 
on behalf of NACo. Senator Dodd held a Committee mark-up of the bill, 
which reduced the authorized funding level from $4 billion to $2.675 billion 
over four years and included a 15 percent rural set aside for communities 
under 200,000 in population. No mark-up date has been scheduled yet in 
the House.  
Contact: Daria Daniel • 202/942-4212  
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About NACo  
National Association of Counties (NACo) is the only national organization that 
represents county governments in the U. S. NACo provides essential services to the 
nation' s 3,068 counties. NACo advances issues with a unified voice before the 
federal government, improves the public's understanding of county government, 
assists counties in finding and sharing innovative solutions through education and 

research and provides value-added services to save counties and taxpayers money.    

Executive Director: Larry E. Naake  

National Association of Counties  
25 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 500  

Washington, DC 20001 | Phone: 202.393.6226  
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